
 
Sion’s Story 

The Background 
Sion Pari is 6 years old and he has one little brother who is 1 year old.  He lives at home with his Mum and brother 
during the week and with Dad on weekends. 
He attends Ysgol y Betws, is in Year 2, and is part of a class of 30 children aged 4, 5 and 6 years old. 
 
 

What is the difficulty at School? 
 Finding it difficult to make friends as he struggles with social rules.  He regularly pushes other children and 

lashes out. 

 Finding it difficult to pay attention and follow instructions.  He refuses to listen to instructions from adults.  

 No educational delay at the moment (he can do the same work as everyone else) but it is difficult to assess 
him properly due to his behavioural problems. His language and communication is developing as expected. 

 
 

The home environment? 
He has similar difficulties at home with Mum.   Dad does not realise that there are so many problems.  
 
 

The current way of working 
The School has identified that Sion requires additional support, more than what the School can offer – because 
of his behaviour. In the nursery class, the School has been targeting different methods to try to help him. The 
problems persisted in reception class and a request was made for an Educational Psychologist to visit to assess 
his problems.  He was referred to the behavioural support teacher so that specific methods of working with Sion 
could be offered.  
The School realised that Sion’s behaviour affected the whole class, and that he was falling behind the class with 
his work and understanding. 
After collecting enough evidence, a 3* application was made in Year 1 for assistant hours to deal with the 
behaviour; and Sion now receives 5 hours of support from ‘Aunty Caren’ every week (for the year). 
Unfortunately, there is no certainty that what Aunty Caren and the behavioural support teacher have suggested 
is consistent. See Sion’s Individual Education Plan (Appendix 2). 

 
 

The new way of working 
As Sion has difficulties controlling his behaviour, the Class Teacher has drawn up a one-page Profile (Appendix 3) 
for Sion, in conjunction with his parents. A request was made for the initial opinion of the Educational 
Psychologist. Following discussions between the school and the parents, the one-page Profile was adapted and 
the action plans (strategies) were also changed.iii  
After the half term period, the school and the parents feel that there has been a slight change in Sion’s 
behaviour. Sion’s Mum also feels that his behaviour towards his little brother is problematic.  The school is 
arranging a meeting to formulate a more detailed Individual Development Plan for him. The Educational 
Psychologist, and also the School Nurse, will be invited as Sion’s difficulties are much more apparent at home by 
now. 
At the Meeting, a full discussion is held regarding what is going to work best for Sion; and an Action Plan is 
drawn up.  The Plan notes that it is possible for Sion to have access to the Behavioural Team, therefore, there is a 
need to discuss the application at the Area Forum. 
The Forum discusses Sion’s Individual Development Plan; and decides that he meets the criteria to receive the 
input of the Behavioural Team. It was decided at the forum that the Specialist Teacher and the Behavioural 
Officer should visit the school together in order to draw up a detailed behavioural programme with parents and 
staff. 
The officer will visit the school to model special methods of working according to the programme for a half term 
period. He will spend a lot of time at the school at the beginning of the period but this will gradually decrease if 
the methods seem to be working in class and the behaviour stabilises. The Officer will also collaborate with 
parents and the school nurse to offer special methods of working to be used at home.  The IDP will be reviewed 
before Sion is discussed at the next Area Forum at the end of the half term. 

APPENDIX  2 – Case Study 



 

 
 

Cost Implications 
THE CURRENT WAY OF WORKING Cost 
input of Educational Psychologist – could be a consultation every half 
term for two terms £540 

input of behavioural support specialist teacher x 2 years £1,255.38 

assistant @15 hours for 2 years  £15,750 

Total £17,545.38 
THE NEW WAY OF WORKING 

 
input of Educational Psychologist (two visit) £270 

input of behavioural support specialist teacher for a year £627.69 

Officer visiting the school for a half term period £1,641 

Talkabout (groups within the school) 
 Total £2,403.69 

 
Appendices: 

1 Chart indicating Access to Support for Sion (comparing the old way with the new way) 
2 Sion’s Individual Education Plan (the current way) 
3 Sion's one-page Profile and Sion’s Action Plan (part of the IDP - the new way) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iii
 The Class Teacher uses Webster-Stratton Methods with the Whole Class but makes individual amendments for him. For 

example, they use the Spiderman reward chart with him in order to reward him if he sits during the focus task for 5 minutes and 
if he does not push another child during a session. If he receives 5 stickers in a day, he will be granted a period of 10 minutes on 
his favourite game on the classroom iPad and he takes the Spiderman certificate home to show his parents. When a certificate is 
sent home, his parents have also promised to reward him. 



Appendix 1- Chart indicating Access to Support for Sion (comparing the old way with the new way) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 2- Sion’s IEP (the current way) 

 

Individual Education Plan 

Name: Sion                                                                                              Date of Birth:                                                                                 Stage: SA+ 

Concerns: Emotional, Behavioural and Social Difficulties                     Start: Oct 2015                                                 Review Date: March 2016 

Supported by: Anti Karen 

 
Targets: 

 

 

1. To concentrate 

for more than 5 

minutes 

 

 

2. To interact with 

another child for 

3 minutes 

 

 

3. To interact with a 

group of children 

for 2 minutes 

 

 

4. To vary the 

beginning of 

sentences 

 

Success Criteria: 

 

 

1. Observed 10 

times 

 

 

 

2. Observed on 10 

different 

occasions 

 

 

3. Observed on 10 

different 

occasions 

 

 

4. 5 different 

beginnings used 

Resources and 

Techniques: 

 

1. Rotate activities 

regularly  

 

 

 

2. Set tasks which 

require 

collaboration, 

paired reading  

 

3. Role play, group 

reading, teach 

group roles and 

cooperative 

strategies 

 

4. Examples in text 

Possible Classroom 

Strategies: 

 
1. Remind to pay 

attention 
 

 

 
 

2. Check that both 

children understand 
the task, increade the 

time spent gradually. 

 
 

 

3. Check that the group 
understand what they 

need to do, increase 

the time gradually  
 

 

 
4. Point out different 

ways of beginning 

sentences when 
reading  

Ideas for the support 

teacher: 

 

1. Praise when 

concentrating 

 

 

2. Discuss ways of 

interacting well, 

praise  

 

 

 

3. Discuss ways of 

interacting well, 

praise 

 

 

 

4. Look at Sion’s 

stories and 

discuss different 

ways of 

beginning 

sentences 

Conclusion: 

 

 

 

Parents to: 

Read with Sion at home 

Child to: 

Try to listen more in the class 

 



Appendix 3 – Sion’s One-Page Profile and Sion’s Action Plan (part of the IDP the new way) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Cynllun Gweithredu Sion 

Sion’s Action Plan 



 


